
Analyze a map to further understand the key events in Texas’s history, including 
Native Americans in Texas, Spanish missions, independence from Mexico, the 
Compromise of 1850, and the oil industry.

(1)  History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in 
Texas history. The student is expected to:

(2)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues through the 
Mexican National Era shaped the history of Texas. The student is expected to:

(3)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues related to 
the Texas Revolution shaped the history of Texas. The student is expected to:

(A)  identify the major eras in Texas history, describe their defining 
characteristics, and explain why historians divide the past into eras, 
including Natural Texas and its People; Age of Contact; Spanish Colonial; 
Mexican National; Revolution and Republic; Early Statehood; Texas in 
the Civil War and Reconstruction; Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads; Age of 
Oil; Texas in the Great Depression and World War II; Civil Rights and 
Conservatism; and Contemporary Texas;
(B)  apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of 
significant individuals, events, and time periods; and
(C)  explain the significance of the following dates: 1519, mapping of the 
Texas coast and first mainland Spanish settlement; 1718, founding of San 
Antonio; 1821, independence from Spain; 1836, Texas independence; 
1845, annexation; 1861, Civil War begins; 1876, adoption of current state 
constitution; and 1901, discovery of oil at Spindletop.

(A)  compare the cultures of American Indians in Texas prior to European 
colonization such as Gulf, Plains, Puebloan, and Southeastern;
(C)  identify important events and issues related to European colonization 
of Texas, including the establishment of Catholic missions, towns, and 
ranches, and individuals such as Fray Damián Massanet, José de Escandón, 
Antonio Margil de Jesús, and Francisco Hidalgo;

(A)  trace the development of events that led to the Texas Revolution, 
including the Fredonian Rebellion, the Mier y Terán Report, the Law of April 
6, 1830, the Turtle Bayou Resolutions, and the arrest of Stephen F. Austin;
(B)  explain the roles played by significant individuals during the Texas 
Revolution, including George Childress, Lorenzo de Zavala, James Fannin, 
Sam Houston, Antonio López de Santa Anna, Juan N. Seguín, and William B. 
Travis;
(C)  explain the issues surrounding significant events of the Texas 
Revolution, including the Battle of Gonzales, William B. Travis’s letter “To 
the People of Texas and All Americans in the World,” the siege of the Alamo 
and all the heroic defenders who gave their lives there, the Constitutional 
Convention of 1836, Fannin’s surrender at Goliad, and the Battle of San 
Jacinto; and
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Students will know which Native American groups lived in Texas.
Students will identify Spanish missions and battlegrounds during the Texas fight for    
independence.
Students will understand how Texas was affected by the Compromise of 1850.
Students will identify their county’s oil production and compare it to neighboring 
counties.
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Learning Outcomes

MAP URL: http://arcg.is/1rPeOi
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ASK
Question: Which Native American groups lived in Texas before Europeans began colonizing? 

Click the URL above to open the map. Access the Native American groups layer by clicking the Content 
icon.

(4)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the 
history of the Republic of Texas and early Texas statehood. The student is expected 
to:

(7)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the 
history of Texas during the 20th and early 21st centuries. The student is expected to:

(B)  analyze the causes of and events leading to Texas annexation; and
(C)  identify individuals, events, and issues during early Texas statehood, 
including the U.S.-Mexican War, the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, 
population growth, and the Compromise of 1850.

(A)  explain the political, economic, and social impact of the oil industry on 
the industrialization of Texas;
(F)  analyze the political, economic, and social impact of major events in the 
latter half of the 20th and early 21st centuries such as major conflicts, the 
emergence of a two-party system, political and economic controversies, 
immigration, and migration.

Which Native American groups lived in southern Texas before the Spanish colonized the area?

How did colonization affect the Native Americans in Texas? If unable to answer with background 
knowledge, choose a group on the map to research and discover what happened to them. 

What other groups were in Texas?

[Coahuiltec, Karankawa, Lipan, Tonkawa, Atakapa]

[Native American peoples were decimated by European diseases, suffered the loss of the great buffalo herds, 
were killed in battles, and forced off their traditional lands.]

[Mescalero, Comance [Comanche], Wichita, Humano, Concho, Kiowa, Cacaxtes]

Click on the color for the language groups to find the tribal names.

Question: How did Spain colonize Texas? 

AQUIRE

Spain used missions and presidios to colonize. Missions were Catholic communities, and presidios 
guarded the missions. Click on the Content icon to access the Missions Locations map layer.



Question: How did Texas gain independence from Mexico? 

Question: How was the size of Texas affected by the Compromise of 1850?

EXPLORE

ANALYZE

Which battle do you think was most important? To answer, you can research these battles to gain a 
better understanding of their importance. 

Which present-day states were a part of Texas during the period of the Republic? HINT: Turn off 
the layer to see the state names.

Identify four missions in Texas. 

Why do missionaries come to new lands to set up communities, and why do people join? 

[Students should choose four missions on the map.]

[Religious followers want to convert local populations. Missions accept new followers and provide community, 
religious service, food, shelter, and protection.]

[Answers will vary, although some may choose the Alamo as it rallied Texans; others may choose San Jacinto 
where independence was won.]

[New Mexico, Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Wyoming]

Click the box by Battle Locations under Content to show that map layer. 

Some battle locations have more than one page. Click the right-pointing triangle icon at the top of the pop-
up to scroll through all the information.

Next, open the layer that shows the Republic of Texas.

Under Content, check the Compromise of 1850 box.
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Where was Texas having a border dispute?

According to the map, which territory won the disputed land through the Compromise of 1850?

Is the border between New Mexico and Texas the same today as what was agreed upon in the 
Compromise?

[New Mexico Territory]

[New Mexico Territory]

[yes]

Question: What started the Age of Oil in Texas, and what is the role of oil in the economics of 
Texas and the United States? 

ACT

What was Spindletop, and why is it important?

Check the box by Spindletop under Content to show its location.

[It was the site where drillers discovered the first big oil deposit in Texas. The gusher brought wide attention to 
the oil potential of Texas and triggered rapid growth in the oil industry there.]



Next, turn on the layer that shows oil production by county, and find where you live.

BOOKMARKSMEASURE

HOW TO

Click the button, Measure.

Set the unit of measurement

Click the button, Distance.

Click once to start measuring, click again 
to change direction, and double-click to 
stop measuring. 

Click the button, Bookmarks.
Click a bookmark name to zoom to a 
map location and scale.

What map would you make to highlight what you love about Texas or what you find interesting about your 
state? Search Esri’s gallery of story maps here https://www.arcgis.com/index.html for ideas. Use the keyword 
Texas to see what is currently available. 

Suggestions: all about the Alamo, best BBQ, recreation in Texas, famous Texans birthplaces, etc. Using your 
free Esri account, make your map!

Then try this:
NEXT STEPS
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What is the data for your county? How does your county compare to neighboring counties?
[Answers will vary based on location.]


